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The ConTenrts. 


Objection, I. A Woman may ſwear the Peace 
ainſt her Huſband for Cruelty. Anſwer, 
his Remedy not always to be had ; Hard- 
is ariſing from it. p. 30. 

Geddes II. The Wit nay put her Fortune 

in Truftees Hands before Marriage. Anſ- 
fir wer, Few Women know this; if it were 

by done, how little it would avail. p. 32. 

:a- WI Objection, III. Jointures out of the Huſ- 

hey band's Poxver to alienate. Anſwer, they 

are not ſufficient for all Occaſims. Caſe 

2 of a young Lady, Reflections upon it. ibid. 

4 WM Objection IV. The Law obliging Men to pay 
their Wives Debts contracted before Mar- 

din riage as hard upon them. Anſwer, No; 
a Woman's C:rcumſtances are more eafily 

ited WW known than a Man's. Some Ways by which 

tied Men may deceive Womer. inſtanced. p. 33. 

it « MObjection V. Theſe are Tricks and Cheats, 

; and no Part of the Law. Anſwer, the 

Law expoſes Women to them, in that it gives 
no Redreſs to them, when ſo cheated. p. 30. 
Vbjection VI. AmendF made for all this, by 
Wives Exemption from Impriſonment in Civil 


20. Wl Cauſes, Anſwer, That Exemption the Con- 
4% ſequence of their having no Property; that 
Vil; Wh Exemption, not out of Favour to them, but to 
fate, beir Huſbands, to ſecure their Chaſtity. p. 40. 


Ibeftion VII. The Law juſtified, if that Ex- 
emption is a Recompence to Wives, what 


2n l. Motive 


/ The Confenrts. 


Motive ſoever it proceeded upon in decrezing 
fuch Exemption. Anſwer, That it is mt a 
Recompence, illuſtrated by a Parallel Caj, 
4 41 
Objection VIII. Marriage a voluntary p 
Anſwer, Norbalways, conſidering the Jy. 
ence of Parents and Guardians, and al. 

ſo the Education of Women. p. 42. 

Objection IX. England the Paradiſe of We. 
men. Anſwer, England aljo the Paradij, 
of Men: Both Sexes have 4 Right to Fu. 
tice from their Governors, notwithlandin 
that Obſervation. p.45. E 

Objection X. Theſe are all rare Caſes, fir 
the Generality Wives have no Reaſon 1 
complain. Anſwer, True: But no Thank 
to the Laws of our Country. p. 46. 

An Addreſs 

I. To the Legiſlature. p. 49. 

2. To unmarried Women. p. 52. 

After all; Women not worth any Regarl. 
Anſwer, ſome have thought otherwiſe; t 
Sexes equal till the Fall, benq gde Di 

arity. p. 53. E 

Th. origi — 5 urſe explained, 

for. p. 61. But the Engliſh La 
yond it. p. 67. . 
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ENGLISH LAWS 


In Relation to 
WIVES. 
Nea late Addreſs made to his 
- Majeſty by a very ingenious 
Writer, he preſumes upon the 
Privilege of the Free- born Sub- 

ects of England to approach 
their Sovereign, repreſent their Grievances, 


and humbly to implore Redreſs. 
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We hope that this ineſtimable Privilege 
is not wholly confined to the Male Line, 
but that we his Majeſty's faithful Fe. 
male Subjects, may alſo ſhelter ourſelves 
under his moſt gracious Protection, our 
Condition being of all others in his Domi- 
nions the moſt deplorable, we being the 
leaſt able to help ourſelves, and the moſt 
expoſed to Oppreſſion. 

This is certainly true, in every State of 
Lite, bur. in none fo notoriouſly, and with- 
out all Redreſs, as when we put ourſelves 
in a Condition of adding to his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects by becoming Wives, under which 
Character we humbly addreſs his moſt ſa- 
cred Majeſty, and the honourable Houſes of 
Parliament, for an Alteration or a Repeal 
of ſome Laws, which, as we conceive, put 
us in a worſe Condition than Slavery it- 
ſelf. 

We are now apprehenſive of more fre- 
quent Oppreſſion from theſe Lawg,,this 
is an Age in which the Foundati the 
noble Principles of Chriſtianity! are 
our only Protection) are brok and 
Deiſm, that Underminer of all thi truly 
laudable, with its Legions of I rality, 


Prophaneneſs, and conſummate Impudence 


are let in upon us, 
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All religious Truths may, and ought to 
be the Subject of an humble and modeſt 
Enquiry; but are by no Means, the proper 
Objects of Ridicule and Contempt. But 
ſince ſome Men by their extraordinary Flights 
of Conceit have thought fit to aſſail the Al- 
de mighty, and are endeavouring to bring over 
t Wl the reſt of their Sex, as faſt as they can, 
tis Time for Us to look about us, and to uſe 
of al juſtifiable Methods to provide againſt the 
th- impending Danger: For fince we ſeem to 
ves be haſtening into a State of Nature, in 
ub- Wl which there can be no Appeal but to the 
ich Wl Laws of our Country, and the Authority 
fa. WM of Scripture is going down, which directs a 
of Man to erect a private Court of Equity in 
peil Whis own Breaſt, what ſhall reſtrain the Strong 
put I from oppre ſſing the Weak, if the Laws of 
n. our Country do not, they being in ſuch a 
Yate the only eſtabliſhed Rules of Society? 
5 humbly hope therefore, that this will 
ovght an unſeaſonable Repreſenta- 
hiv, be ſince ſuppoſing a 
Man bee he may be as Deſpotick 
In e Power over "Life itſelf) as the 
rand dior in his Seraglio, with this 
Differenee only, that the Engliſh Huſband 
dence pas but one Vaſſal to treat according to his 
ariable Humour, whereas the Grand Seig- 


wr having many, it may be ſuppoſed, 
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that ſome of them, at ſome Times may he 
ſuffered to be at quiet. 

What our Fate will be God only knows, 
if the preſent Wits of the Age ſhould be ar. 
rended wich Succeſs, and ſtrengthened by 
Numbers. As for Arguments. they are out 
of the Queſtion with them, their Weapons 
being Points of Wit, ſmart Feſts, and all. 
confounding Laughter. Theſe they brandiſh 
about againſt Heaven or Earth, as they ha 
pen to oppoſe their Wills and Inclinations, 
which ſtand with them for Reaſon and Re- 
ligion. 

If there ſore we may claim the Privilege 
of Engliſh Subjects to ſpeak our Grievan- 
ces, and be indulged with a gracious At- 


tention, the following Particulars, contain 


the chief Articles of our Complaint, 


I. That the Eſtate of Wives is 
advantagious than Seve | 


II. That Wives may be ma 
for Life at the Diſcretion of the 
Governors, whoſe Power, as wi 
apprehend, bears no Manner of 
to that Degree of Authority, whe 
in any other Set of Men in England. Fot 
though the Legiſlature, acting collectiveh 
may diſpoſe of Life and Fortune; w_ 
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iS os 
vidual, not even the Sovereign himſelf, 
can impriſon any Perſon for Life, at Will 


Vs, and Pleaſure; the Habeas Corpus Act, pro- 


at. viding for the Condemnation or Enlarge- 
by ment of the Priſoner. 

ut 

ons III. That Wives have no Property, neither 
all. in their own Perſons, Children, or Fortunes. 
1h 

ap- I grant- the Laws I preſume to com- 


ns, plain of, gratify ſome Mens Pride, fall in 
Re- with their Intereſt, and oblige their Hu- 
mours; that they will be very loath to part 
ege wich chem, and that they can plead Pre- 
an- eription for them. But I deny that they 
At- are reaſonable or juſt. All which I ſhall en- 
tan deavour to prove, 
By Facts, and 
By Obſervations upon them. 
The firſt Caſe cite, was lately deter- 
be Caurc of Delegates in Doctor's 
elatihg ro the Will of one Mrs. 
low. While ſhe was in that 
de a Will; ſoon after ſhe mar- 
n ſome. time her ſecond Huſ- 
nd ſhe again became a Widow, 
Children by either Huſband. 
which ſhe made in her firſt Widow- 
hood remaining, and being found after her 
Death, the Queſtion was, whether it was 
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a good Will or not? The Council for the 
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Will cited many Authorities from the civil 
Law, and ſhewed, that among the Reman; 
if a Man had made his Will, and was af. 
terwards taken Captive, ſuch Will revive 
and became again in Force, by the Teſtator' 
repoſſeſſing his Liberty: And thence inferred, 
that as Marriage was a State of Captivity, 
Wills made by Women who became Free 
by Survivorſhip ought to revive with their 
Freedom. 

But the Court finding one Dictinction, 
viz. that Marriage was a voluntary AR, 
and Captivity the Effect of Compulſion, the 
Judges determined the Will to be void, 

Obſervation, The Arguments of the Coun. 
cil make the Eſtate of Wives equal to, the 
Diſtinction of the Court worſe than, Slavery 
itſelf. 

Cafe II. An unfortunate Wife w* had 
been ſo cruelly treated by her 
that Life itſelf was become à Bury 
at laſt made her Application to} 
who was a Clergy-Man, and ine 
the Motives of Chriſtianity to al: 
received her into his Houſe, w pi- 
rit quite oppreſt and ſunk by hi ad's 
Severity, which had ſo far affecte. Con- 
ſtitution, that ſhe was in a very bad State 


of Health. He went to her Huſband, and 
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ET 


in the ſofteſt Terms repteſented his unmanly 
Treatment of his Wife, and the ſad Effects 
ir had had upon her; and endeavour'd, by 
all poſſible Arguments, to awaken in his 
Mind ſome Sentiments of common Huma- 
nity towards her; adding, that (with his 
Leave) ſhe ſhould be welcome to ſtay at 
his Houſe. till ſhe had recovered her Health, 
of which he would be at the ſole Expence. 
But alaſs! how unavailing is Reaſon, and 
ſoft Perſuaſion, when oppoſed to Infolent 
Power, and Arbitrary Will. The Huſband 
inſiſted upon his Right to controul; it was 
an Invaſion of his Prerogative Royal for his 
Wife to pretend to expoſtulate, and in ſhort 
he ordered her Brother to ſend her Home 
again, or keep her at his Peril. This was 
he unhappy Creature's laſt Effort; and this 
ll Succeſs, flung her into a lingering Fever, 
of whi e languiſhed a Fortnight, when 

in Perſon, and demanded 
Ether was forced to deliver 
able to contend with her 
he Senator of Rome with the 


mp n he declared he was never 
ſha e up an Argument to a Man, 
yho ſter of fifty Legions. Thus 
he miſe Wife was carried Home again, 


khere her Hul and, exaſperated by her Com- 
laint, treatech her with greater Harſhneſs, 
e which 
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which gave her, her Coup de Grace in |; 
than a Month; when ſhe left her Suffering 


to be avenged by Heaven, though they wer wick 
diſregarded by Men, from whom ſhe could Con 
find no Redreſs, her Huſband never haying Hor: 
beaten her, nor threatened her Life, though 0 gr 


he took all other Methods to break ha ber 


Heart. at th. 

Caſe III. The next Caſe I ſhall relate is ven Bu 
ſhort, conſiſting of few Particulars. A young Roon 
Lady poſſeſt of a conſiderable Fortune in Lan ® . 
and Money, married a Gentleman, in whom © * 
ſhe had ſuch full Truſt and Confidence, t at 
that ſhe made no Reſerye to herſelf, bu . a 
flung her whole Fortune with her Perſon 2 


entirely into his Power. As he had no For- yy 
tune of his own, it was e thing to hin 000 
to be maſter of an Eſtat e launched out 3 t 
into the moſt extravagat Expences, buff ner 


ſoon finding ſame Fruga 7 LN 


thought fit ro%onfine his Joun- 
try Houſe, with the ba f rhe Tm, 


neceſſary Supports of 
to attend her, who was alſo h 
this Confinement ſhe lived, 
that Being, who alone had 


by his 
ran it 0 
fung hi 
dition of 


her Free. 
Caſe IV. The next Inſet = . 
is the Caſe of Mr: carey? oped 2 


hildren 


Bailey, where it was pro 


[9] 
| fined his Wiſe for ſome Years in a Garret, 
"> WH without Fire, proper Cloathing, or any of the 


de Comforts of Life; chat he had frequently 
ould Horſe-whipt her; that her Sufferings were 
ol ſo great and intolerable, that ſhe deſtroyed 


be ber wretched Life by flinging herſelf out 
at the Window. 

But as there was Bread found in the 
Room, which, though hard and mouldy, 
was ſuppoſed ſufficient to ſuſtain Life; and 
as it was not thought that he puſhed her 
out at the Window himſelf, he was acquit- 
bur, and that Complaint of her Sufferings 
u ſerved only to inſtruct Huſbands in the full 
Fo. Extent of their deſpotick Power. 

oer vation, From theſe three Caſes it ap- 
pears that Huſbands have a more Aſflictive 
Power than that f Life and Death. 

About five Yeaps ago, a modeſt agreeable 
Gentlewoman, wgll educated, married a young 
Tradeſman, heat up with a good Fortune 
of his and hers d in three Years Time, 
by his Vices, EMfavagancies, and Follies, 
ran it out every farthing. Upon which he 
fung himſelf into the Army, in the Con- 
dition of a common foot Soldier, 

She then deſired his Permiſſion to ſerve 
W Lady of Quality; by which Means ſhe 
oped to be able to provide for their two 
bildren. But he refuſed it, unleſs he might 

e have 
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have leave to viſit her, when he pleaſed; 7 
and the Wages which ſhe ſhould earn, be- have 
ing his not hers, unleſs it was paid to him, tual, 
he might have ſued the Perſon, who ſhould IM tune 
entertain her. This effectually barred the V 
Doors againſt her as a Servant. If by the WW Quee 
Kindneſs of Friends ſhe ſhould be enabled che / 
to take an Houſe, and fer up in any Way of But 
Buſineſs to maintain herſelf and helpleſs In- ¶ band 
fants, it would be only giving him an Op- Wife, 
portunity to Plunder her at Diſcretion, which 
The laſt Reſource in ſuch a Caſe is, to erable 
tranſact her Buſineſs in another's Name. WW If u 
Bur it is very difficult to find a Friend rectior 
generous enough to involve himſelf in the may 
intricate Affairs of an helpleſs undone Wo chem. 


man, who may be commanded from the Imi 
Place and Employment, at the Pleaſure o lated tl 
her Lord and Maſter, againſt whoſe Injunc{Win one 
tions ſhe can make no Appeal. The molifcon't t 
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that her Friends can do, 4s to afford her 
ſmall Pittance by Stealth in the Nature q 
an Alms, by which ſhe may be ſometime 
relieved, but never provided for, unleſs the 
were in Condition to ſettle an Eſtate | 
Truſtees Hands for her Uſe, which (co 
ſidering the Power the Huſband has ore 
her Perſon) he may ſoon convert to | 
own. 


000 
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ed; Obſervation, Hence it appears, that Wives 
be- have no Property neither in their intellec- 
im, wal, or perſonal Abilities, nor in their For- 
uld tunes. 

the When we look back into the Annals of 
the WI Queen Mary I. we Shrink with Horror at 
bled che Apprehenſion of her Fire and Faggot. 
y of WM But behold! the Sufferings which an Huſ- 
; In- WM band may inflict upon his Free-born Engliſh 
Op- Wite, if he fo pleaſe; and then conſider 
| which of the fiery Tryals are the more to- 
s, to Ml lerable! 

ame WM If we cannot in Juſtice call for the Cor- 
riend I rection of theſe Tyrannies, we hope we 
n the may in Charity for the Prevention of 
them. 

I muſt here take Notice, that J have re- 
ated the Caſe of Mrs. Yeezey, as I found it 
dune in one of the publick Prints, I therefore 
don't take upon my ſelf to ſay that this 


her aMCaſe is truly ſtated, 'tis poſſible ſome ma- 
ure ofÞcrial Circumſtance may be omitted: How- 
erime{Wver I was determined to inſert it, though 
{ the pon no better Authority, becauſe I ſhould 
ate Me glad to know, ſuppoſing the Caſe to 
1 (confÞave been exactly as tis here related, what 
as ovefſWould have been done to him? 


The Diſdain and Confuſion of Mind, 
hich naturally riſes upon ill Treatment, 
rom thoſe whom we have greatly truſted 
C 2 or 
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or loved, might make a Woman in fuch 


Circumſtances deftroy herſelf. I believe Min 
it requires almoſt as much Fortitude and "1 
Reſignation as that of a Martyr or Con- as to 
feſſor, patiently to acquieſce under ſuch Wi wov! 
Ulage. agr. 


If I could hope to find Pardon for the ar. him, 
rogant Thought, I would for once ſuppoſe ¶ owes 
thit a Wife might poſſibly find means 9 Tea 
confine her Huſhand in his own Houſe, and injure 
to prevent any Attempt for his Releaſement, WM whic! 
give out that he had croſt the Seas, an any f 
was in foreign Countries upon his Buſineß WW make 
or Diverſion, Methinks I already hear the him t 
Reſentment and Indignation of the who very! 
Sex, upon the inſolent Suppoſition! Women Fowe: 
were deſigned for Domeſtick Animals, tis but to our 
allotting them their proper Place; give then of He 
Needles and Prayer Books there, and there gentle 
no great harm done. But to think to com called 
fine the Lords of the Creation, is Inſolene Wife 
beyond a Parallel. It may be fo, yet ate is 


Chriſtian, I cannot but think it an excelle derived 
Rule to ſuppoſe our ſelves capable of te him? 
ceiving the Treatment we give others, a Hands, 
then to reflect upon the Reſentments a ſuffic 
ſhould make upon it. Do unto all Men, IJ Title 
thou wouldeft they ſhould do unto thee, is it fo, h 
univerſal Precept given to both Sexes, Muhen 
all Conditions from the Prince upon Wife? 
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4.» Ra. 
Throne, to the Labourer that digs in the 


Mines. 
'Tis true, ſhould a Wife be fo audacious 


asto find Means to confine her Huſband, ſhe 


would be unpardonable ; her Guilt would be 
aggravated by the Relation ſhe ſtands in to 
him, by the Reſpe&t and Deference ſhe 
owes him; it would be a kind of Petty 
Treaſon. But as it is impracticable, I can 
injure no Man by making the Suppoſition, 
which, as a Chriſtian, every Man who has 
any ſuch Deſigns upon his Wife, ought to 
make to himſelf: Though the Law allows 
him that Power, Conſcience does not. Our 
very Enemies, as ſoon as they fall into our 
Power, though involuntarily, have a Title 
to our Favour and Protection; all the Laws 
of Honour and Generoſity plead for their 
gentle Treatment; and ſhall a Huſband be 
called a Man of Honour, who treats his 
Wife harſhly for no Reaſon, but becauſe 
ſhe is in his Power, and which Power he 
derived from her unbounded Confidence in 
him? She puts her whole Happineſs into his 
Hands, a Truſt for which no Man can give 
a ſufficient Security. She has from hence 
a Title to his Protection in every Diſtreſs : 
If ſo, how is a Huſband's Guilt aggravated, 
when he beats, confines, or murders his 


Wife? 
Our 
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Our Laws decree the more dreadful Death 
to the guilty Wife, and pronounce a milder 
Sentence upon the guilty Huſband ; yet 1 
ſhall leave it with the Caſuiſts to decide 
whether the Breach of Truft does not x; 


much aggravate the Sin of Murder in the Mldeclar 


Huſband, as the Breach of Submiſſion apora- N 
vates the ſame Sin, in the Wife. But whe. Name 


ther I am Right in my Sentiments or not, Mſhoulc 
let any Man with the leaſt Chriſtian Charity, Ndetern 
Generoſity, or common Humanity, conſider Nneceſſ- 
himſelf as the Father, Brother or Friend of The I 
any of the unfortunate Wives before men- Mlevyin 
tioned; and then ſay, whether he could not Mthat ( 
wiſh, that ſome Expedient might be found Mwhich 
by the Legiſlature to prevent ſuch Calami- W Sam 
ties for the Future. a Deed 

I ſhall now proceed to conſider the Caſe Mehe ſub 
of Heireſſes, there, if any where, the Wife ¶ Money 
Retains ſome Property. no mo! 

The Huſband has the Diſpoſal of the Is only 
whole Income of the Wife's Lands, for his M(quired | 
and her Life: And in Caſes where the Hu. fart of 
band and Wife can join to paſs a Fine upon By 
her Lands to raiſe Money upon any Ex- NContrac 


gency of their Family, he has Power alone i Prop 
afterwards to mortgage in Conſequence ofÞ-aws 

that Fine, and to employ that Money ſo po of 
raiſed upon his Wife's Eſtate, according tofÞot ſeen 


his particular Pleaſure, which perhaps = may rec 


Fee 7 


ah be upon an Harlot to injure her yet more 
lder Wor her Generoſity. 

et 1 The Laws in being, have provided that 
ide no Fine can be levied upon a Wife's Eſtate, 
t MWvichour her full and free Conſent openly. 


declared upon that Occaſion. 

Very, Would it be unreaſonable if the 
ame Laws which ordained that no Fine 
ſhould be levied without her Conſent, ſhould 
determine that her Conſent ſhould alſo be 
neceſſary in limiting the Uſes of that Fine? 
The Law in requiring her Conſent to the 
lerying the Fine, ſeems to me to imply 
that ſhe muſt be a Judge of the Reaſons for 
which it was levied. 

Sometimes a Wife is wiſe enough to get 
a Deed executed firſt, declaring the Uſes of 
the ſubſequent Fine, which will ſecure the 
Money from a Miſapplication. But this is 
no more than a prudential Caution, which 
s only not contrary to law, but is not re- 
quired by it, conſequently, cannot be called 
art of the Law. 

By the very Nature of the Marriage 
ontract, the Huſband and Wife acquire 
alone I Property in each others Perſon. Our 
ce ofÞ-aws give the Huſband the entire Diſ- 
ney ſo poal of the Wife's Perſon, but ſhe does 
ing to ot ſeem to retain any Property in his. He 
s mayWnay recover Damages of any Man who 
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hall invade his Property in her, but ſhear. 
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not recover Damages from a Woman, who the 
ſhall invade her Property in him. wy 
on't 


Indeed a Wife may carry her complain Wl 
to the ſpiritual Court, and obtain a Sen. t m. 
tence and Coſts againſt the Woman who of Fe 
ſhall injure her; but 'ris afterwards in the chat! 
Huſband's Power to releaſe theſe Colts, I ! 
* which no Doubt any Huſband would d W'*#10" 
in Favour of a Woman whom he preferred 
to his Wife. If a Wife impatient of an 
Injury of this Kind, which is indeed a vir- 
tual Diffolution of the Marriage, appeals u 
the higher Powers for an actual Divorce, 
tis poſſible ſhe may obtain it, with a ſmal 
Pittance, with which ſhe may keep here! 
from Diſeaſe and Want. If ſhe brough 
the whole that the Huſband poſſeſſes, ſh 
may be aſſigned the fourth or fifth Part 
and he (which ir muſt be ſuppoſed the 
Law can give a wiſe and equitable Reaſa 
for) be indulged with the Remainder, 1, 
make as juſt uſe of, as he had done wit. 
the Whole. 


* « If a Feme Covert ſue another in the ſpiritual Cour 


for Incontinency with her Huſband, and recover t ary, t 

Pounds Coſts, and the Huſband releaſe them, ſhe is! For; 

« this Barred.” P ing 
Saltela's Reports of Caſes adjudged in the Court of Any But in 

Bench, Vol. I. p 115. ternal 


See Mrs. Hewſer's Caſe. 


1171 
put the Caſe that the Woman, brought 
the whole Fortune, becauſe many Men 
make no Scruple to marry a Woman the 
don't Love, for the Sake of her Money; 
it may therefore be ſuppoſed, that Women 


ans 
ho 


int 


I of Fortune, are more liable to Injuries of 
x that Kind than any other Part of the Sex. 
* [ ſhall now proceed to conſider the Un- 
q 90 reaſonableneſs of thoſe Laws, which diveſt 
ene: Woman of all Property in her Children. 


As the Law of God gives the Huſband 
he ſupream Command in his Family, tis 
uſt that he ſhould have the Diſpoſal of the 
hildren ſo long as he is in being. Bur at 
is Death that Power ſeems to devolve upon 
he Wife. She is then the only natural Go- 
ernor and Guardian of her Children. 

[ believe there are no Creatures (except 
pn be human Species) where the Male and 
-4 emale are neceflarily concerned in bringing 
Neal p their joint Offspring; one Parent bein 

ficient to provide for, and protect them, 
ature has not therefore impreſt the ſame 
ſtinct on both Sexes, but left the Offspring 
che Care of one of them: And amongſt 
ſe Creatures where neither Parent is ne- 
ary, there is no Acknowledgment of the 
spr ing on either fide, | 

But in the human Specics patetnal and 


ternal Care and Affection are found in 
D Nature 
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| Nature to be both ſtrong and active; but! U 
1 believe it will be readily allow'd me that h and. 
i is in general more ſo in the Mother. One call 
| would therefore ſuppoſe that the Mother i; ¶ knou 
. in ſome Degree qualified, as ſhe is moe Thin 
| inclined by Nature, to take Care of the Chil. Child 
| dren. In the Levitical Law, we ſee the EW it C 
. vidence of both Parents neceſſary, to ie bers 
1 Conviction and Puniſhment of a rebellouſ¶ vice t 
| Son, We are alſo told in the ſacred Page E 
þ that, God has confirmed the Authoriy who v 
1 of the Mother over the Sons. We canin tha 
7 therefore but conclude that God well knee Pret 
| that he had qualified her to give L Daugb 
| when he ſo ſtrictly enjoins the Obſervatia whole 
of them. ſhe ſhe 
| Since therefore the Light and Inſtin& ofſ®hates 
| Nature, and the revealed Law of God, boi vil 
| concur in giving Dominion to both Parents who w 
q what Authority do we want to plead f6 And in 
| that Dominion over our Children, whichece to 
Nature and the Laws of God give us? bis For 
| I ſaid before, yet to avoid Miſconſtrug his owr 
| tion, I will repeat it again, that the Hu lad bee 
band ought to have the Power to diſpoſe F? ill, a 
the Children while he lives; but when ith ake thi 
* pleaſed God to provide every Child t nhapp) 
\ Parents, we may ſuppoſe one at leaſt, Ee 
9 neceſſary to him; why then ſhould the Chi with he! 
00 ſmal 


be deprived of both in one Day? 
3 Wh 
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When God, who knows all things perfectly 
and does all Things wiſely, thinks fit to re- 


call one Parent, our Laws give Man, who 


but | 


Nat it 


One - 

herz knows r- perfectly and does many 
mor Things unwiſely, the Power to deprive the 
Chi. Child of his other Parent alſo, by ordering 


che Child into other Hands, where the Mo- 
thers Care and Affection can be of no Ser- 
vice to him. 


ne E. 
o the 


Il 

Pare I confeſs I never heard of but one Man, 
horn who went to the full Extent of his Power 
cin chat Inſtance. He was a Gentleman of 


2 pretty good Eſtate, and had only one 
Daughter, to whom He bequeathed his 
whole Fortune, under this Reſtriction, that 
ſhe ſhould forfeit it, if upon any Occaſion 
whatever, ſhe knowingly converſed with, 
or viſited his Widowe after his Death, 
who was the young Lady's own Mother : 
And in Caſe of his Daughter's Diſobedi- 
ence to his Will in this particular, he left 
his Fortune to an ill-natured Relation of 
his own, who always hated his Wife, and 
had been the Occaſion of his uſing her ve- 
ill, and who would therefore be ſure to 
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mY ake the Advantage of the Forfeiture: The 
1d tn nhappy Mother was therefore conſtrained 
leatt, MF give up all Intereſt in, and Converſation 


vich her Child for ever; her Jointure being 
o ſmall to ſupport them both. | 
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I can't figure to myſelf a more aflidiyg 


Circumſtance in human Life, than to he ren 
entirely deprived of my Child, by the Un- clir 
kindneſs of my Huſband! When the ten, Cre 
dereſt, deareſt and beſt founded Affection; vic 
of the Heart, are baffled, diſappointed, and I 
oyer-ruled, by all-controuling Power, what foo. 
forreign Acceſſions of Pleaſures or Honours {Wl Imp 
can aſſwage the Anguiſh of ſuch a wound. W und 
ed Spirit? Nothing but the moſt ſeraphick are 
Love of God, can fill up that vaſt Vacan- lt 
cy! that moſt forlorn Void! which an Af. by a 
fectionate well inclined Heart finds in itſelf, MW Huſ 


when the tendereſt Object of its Love, is MW to re 
raviſhed from it. Tis true, theſe are rare Inab 
Inſtances, but the Law is nevertheleſs hard, MW give 
which gives every Huſband the Power of over 
exerciſing ſuch Cruelties. ſelf 
But in Anſwer to Remonſtrances of this mani 
Kind, we are told that the Law ſuppoſes the and I 
Father the beſt Judge, whether the Mother T! 
is capable of educating their Children. Tl 
And alſo, that it is a Security to the Chil-W to ed 
dren, in Caſe the Mother ſhould marry 2-M natur 
gain, and put herſelf and Children in the dilqu 
Power of another Maſter. Sex, 
If we are naturally unqualified to educate Laws 
our Children, or to chuſe proper Perſo I c 
to aſſiſt us in it, then has Nature impteſſi may | 
maternal Affection in vain, at leaſt it ough\ with 
no 


1 


not to continue any longer than our Children 


tive 

de remain in the Nurſery, but it ſhould de- 
Un- cline and extinguiſh, as we ſee it does in other 
ten Creatures, when it can be of no further Ser- 
ions vice tothe Offspring. 

and If we are accidentally diſqualified by a 
what MW fooliſh trifling Education, where does that 
ours MW Impuration revert, but upon thoſe Perſons 
und- under whoſe Direction and Authority we 
hick are fo educated ? 


If a ſecond Marriage expoſes Children 
1 Af. by a Former, to the Oppreſſion of a latter 
itſelf, W Huſband, and utterly diſables the Mother 
ve, s MW to reſcue them from it; whence does that 
> rare MW Inability ariſe, but from thoſe Laws which 
hard, M give the Huſband ſo exorbitant a Power 
cr of WM over the Wife, that ſhe cannot exert her- 
ſelf in thoſe Duties which God has com- 
f this manded her to do, unleſs it be at the Will 
es the MW and Pleaſure of her Huſband >? 
lother The Sum of this Argument is this, 
That we are not naturally diſqualified 
e Chil-WQ to educate our Children, for God gives no 
rry 2. natural Inſtinct in Vain: Not accidentally 
in they diſqualified, unleſs by the Fault of the other 
dex, in the Education they give us, and the 


LCaN- 


-ducate Laws they make for us. 

Perſon I confeſs that by the preſent Laws, we 
impteſſi may be deemed diſqualified to be intruſted 
t oughi wich the Education of our Children, inaſ- 


no much 


_ [22] 
much as the Commands of an Huſband, 
ſeem to ſuperſede all other Authority what. 
ſoever: At leaſt that appears to be the Senſe 
of the executive Powers, who are ſuppo- 
ſed to act according to Law; for when the 
King delegates his executive Authority to 
his Judges, and a Man and his Wife are 
brought before them, and indicted for Mur- 
der, an horrid Sin againſt God, and the 
greateſt Sin againſt the State (except Trea- 
ſon) the Wife as acting under the Command 
of the Huſband ſhall be acquitted, and the 
Man hanged. What an Intimation does 
that give, that our Laws will at leaſt, con- 
nive at an Outrage againſt God, and tearing 
aſunder the very Bands of Society, provid- 
ed the Woman acts in Obedience to her 
Huſband? That is to be her firſt Principle, 
and ſhe is to be judged according to it. 

Bur perhaps it may be ſaid, that in pro- 
ceeding thus, the Law Regards the Power, 
not the Authority of the Huſband, and 
that a Wife ſhall not be acquitted for Mur- 
der, unleſs it appears to have been done in 
the Preſence of the Huſband, when the Law 
ſuppoſes ſome Coercion, which is the Effet 
of Power, not Authority, his bare Command 
is nothing. 

Whence is that Power ſuppoſed to ariſe! 


Not from perſonal Strength, for that wy 
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be equally prevalent in all Caſes, and a Wife 
is not exempted from Puniſhment in Caſe of 
Treaſon, though it ſhould appear that ſhe 
committed this Treaſon in Concert with, 
and in the Preſence of her Huſband: A ſup- 
poſed Compulſion from perſonal Strength 
will not exempt a Boy from Puniſhment, if 
he robs, or murders with any Man, except 
his Father ; but the Father's Authority ſhall 
excuſe the Son, till the Son is at Years of 
Diſcretion, when it is ſuppoſed that he muſt 
underſtand, that the Command of God ſu- 
perſedes that of a Father, and that it is at 
his Peril if he does not obey Ged rather than 
Man. . 

A Son is not conſider'd as a free Agent, 
when he Acts with his Father, till he comes 
to the full uſe of his underſtanding; and the 
Indulgence he receives before, is a Favour 
to the Weakneſs of his Intelle&s, not to the 
Weakneſs of his Body. 

In Short, either Wives can judge how far, 
and in what Inſtances an Huſband is to be 
obeyed, or they cannot: If they are fo un- 
diſcerning as not to be able to perceive the 
eſſential Difference between obeying their 
Huſbands in the Lord, and in the direct Op- 
poſition to and Defiance of him; then let 
their blind Obedience to their Huſbands ex- 
euſe them in the Caſe of Treaſon as well 


as 
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as it does in other Caſes: But if they canng 
plead this Darkneſs of the Underſtanding 
why are they treated like Children or Idiots? 
I can aſſign but one Reaſon for theſe Incon. 
ſiſtencies, namely, that it is for the Intereſt 
of the Community as a Body Politick, that 
Wives ſhould be puniſh'd as free Agents for 
Treaſon, but that, in Reſpect to the private 
Royalties of Huſbands, in other Caſes they 
are -not expected to judge of Right and of 
Wrong; tis ſufficient for them, if their Ac- 
tions confeſs they accede to the Juriſdiction 
of their Huſbands. 

But if they will ſtill tell us, that this Ex- 
emption from Puniſhment, was deſigned as 
a Favour to the Weakneſs of the Sex, we 
muſt take upon our ſelves to ſay, that, that 
Sophiſtry is vain; we underſtand better, 
and know that it is a fine Compliment to 
the Authority of our domeſtick Lords and 
Maſters: Had they a real Care for the Sex, 
they would nat grant ſuch an Impunity, 
which might be a Temptation to commit 
ſuch Facts, upon which everlaſting Dam- 
nation is denounced. Burt they teach us 
whom to fear. What are their Judgments, 
if their Mercies are thus. Cruel ! 

That this is their real meaning, give me 
leave to produce one notable Inſtance, as 
it was related in one of the publick Papers 
{ome time ago. 
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ing, d their Child murdered in the Cradle in 
lots! their Bed-chamber, the Door being locked 
= ithin fide, and a Paper lying upon the Ta- 
ere 


le, which Paper contained the Reaſons of 
heir laying violent Hands upon themſelves. 


an's and Woman's Name. The Man was 
judged guilty of Murder and Suicide, and 
is Body buried in the High-way according- 
. © Wy; but the Woman being ſuppoſed to hang 
Ction erſelf at the Command of her Huſband, 
yas exempted from further Miſchief. Now 
his was no doubt a conſiderable Kindneſs 
o the Woman, and a great Comfort to the 
» e Wood Huſbands in his Majeſties Dominions, 
o provide them a Precedent for command- 
gtheir Wives to hang themſelves, the Wo- 
nan being ſuppoſed to act upon competent 
luthority, or the Sentence upon her Body 
ould not have been remitted upon that Con- 


3 deration. There is a further Reaſon to 
5 eem it an Act of Obedience to Authority, 
* * nd not a Compliance with Power, ſince I 


lieve it would be hard to find any Perſon of 
d peculiar a Way of thinking, as to be pre- 
aled upon to hang herſelf for fear of be- 
g killed: Unleſs her Huſband had had an 
luthority as abſolute as Nero, and ſent his 
andate ordering her to diſpatch herſelf in 

E | an 


A Man and his Wife were found hanged, | 


and Child, and was ſubſcribed both by the 


| 
|} 
| 


| Breach of the Laws of her Creator*. Nor 


[ 26 ] 
an Hour, or he would have her put 9 
Death with Tortures. 

The Woman's Body being permitted tg 
be put in conſecrated Ground, was of ng 
real Conſequence to her; the was removed 
from all Intereſt in this World; her irreco- 
verable Doom was paſt, where, I fear, the 
Command of an Huſband would not be 
deem'd a ſufficient Apology for ſo great x 


can any think, that was in Truth and Res- 
lity the Caſe; for what worſe Conſequence 
could have followed from her reſiſting her 
Huſband, than her own, and her Child 
Death ? Bur it was thought agreeable to our 
Laws that a Wife ſhould be abſolutely arthe 
Command of her Huſband, and the Deter- 
mination was given in Regard to the living, 
not to the dead. 

From hence I muſt take the Liberty to 
aſſert, that this Exemption of a Wife from 


Puniſhment, upon Confideration that ſhefWy{bar 
obeys her Huſband, never was deſigned as Aga 
Privilege to Wives, and that it never can be is nc 
fuch in its own Nature, but is a Snare and Subſt 
| but 

* St. Peter thought it no Excuſe for Sapphira that ſhes 
greed with her Huſband to fin againſt God; he pronounce , Ma 


the ſame Sentence upon the Wife, as he had done upon tht 
Huſband, which ſhewed, that he judged their Guilt to! 
equal, Adi, Chap. v. 


Tempt 


[27] 

Temptation to them, to comply with the 
Command of an Huſband be the Inftance 
erer ſo ſinful, and to ſtand more in awe of 
temporary Reſentment from him, than of 
the eternal Reſentment of Omniporence 


elf. 


K to 


ed w 
ff no 
1oved 


reco- This is one of the notable Privileges of 
„ the an Engliſo Wife. I ſhall confider a few 
ot be more of them, as compared to the Privi- 
eat 2 


leges of a Roman Wife, and ſee what Fi- 
Nor pure they make in the Compariſon. 

Ner- By the Civil Law, Wives have a Right 
ence to ſome Privileges of which the Engliſb Law 
g her wholy diveſts them. As I apprehend, the 
-hilds Civil or old Roman Laws are of no Force, 
co our Where a Statute, or common Law of Eng- 
at the and contradicts them. 

Deter. Firſt then, * © The Laws of Rome ap- 


living, pointed the Wife to be ſole Heir, when 
the Huſband dyed without Iflue”. 

ty 08 The moſt a Woman can claim by the 

e fromWaws of England, is one third of her deceaſed 

nat Huſband's Eſtate. 

ed as Again by the Civil Law, + «© a Woman 


is not conſtrained to bring her whole 
re ana Subſtance as a Portion to her Huſband, 
but may retain back Part of her Goods, 


that ſhe1 

ronounce , 11. % 8 ; 

upon th r. Woeatley's rational Illuſtration of the Book of Common. 
zuilr wb r, Sc p. 439. 


f Had's New Inſtitute of the Civil Law. p. 53. ; 
= on which 
emp! 


> —  — 


28 


* which are then called Parapbernala 
in which the Huſband has no Intereſ. 


A 
* 


“ for ſhe may diſpoſe of them without h © 
“ Conſent, and bring Actions in her om | 
* Name for the Recovery of it. 4 

*« By the Laws of Eng:and the Parapbe, * | 
* nalia are deemed to be only the Woman's = 
*« wearing Apparel, Ornaments, and jewe © 1 
*& which adorn her during the Marriage © © 
which ſhe wears not as hers, and for he = 


own Sake, but as her Huſband's, or as it „f 
expreſs'd, ſuitable to his Quality, and wif © f 


do him honour. The Preſents he make 1 
are beſtowed before for that Reaſon, ani ſuch 
they zp/o facto revert to him as ſoon as tha Eſta 
Solemnity is over. “ She retains no Proper in \ 
ty, not even in that ſacred Pledge, which H a Pa 


had given her as a Token that he wou perc 
faithfully perform every Article ſtipulated i in h. 
the Covenant between them, and which Toll thod 
ken, according to the reverend and learneW Rem 


Mr. Fheatly, was underſtood, as + © Live T 


For although, where H. dies inteſtate, or by Will does i as th 
diſpoſe of the Jewels, his Wife may claim (in Caſe{there be! 
Debts) the Jewels ſuitable ior her Quality, to be worn at 
Ornaments of her Body, as her Paraphernalia; yet it is held Ih 
Crooks Reports, that if the Huſband by Will deviſes a Tr; | 
the Jewels, ſuch Deviſe ſhall ſtand good againſt the Wi eg 
Claim of Paraphernalia Vernon's Caſes argued and adjuch and ce 

in the High Court of Chancery. Vol. II. p. 246. 

+ A rational Illuſtration of the Book of Common Prat % 

Oc. p. 438. | 2 
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4 and Seifin of that Right to his Goods, 
« which ſhe had acquired by becoming his 
s Wife“. 

Again, though * © by the Civil Law, the 
« Huſband during the Marriage, receives 
« the Profits acruing from the Wife's Porti- 
« on, yet if he declines and grows low in 
« Fortune ſhe may by Law ſeize her Porti- 
« on, or Security, or bring her Action a- 
« oainſt him, and lodge it out of his reach, 
for the Property of the Portion is not trans- 
« fered from the Wife by the Intermarriage. 

The Laws of England allow a Wife no 
ſuch Privilege; for if a Man having no real 
Eſtate, marries a Woman with any Fortune 
in Money, and covenants to leave her ſuch 
a Part of it at his Death, if afterwards ſhe 
perceives that he deſigns to ſpend the whole 
in his Life-time, ſhe cannot take any Me- 
thod to prevent it, the Law allowing her no 
Remedy. 

Thus we ſee that by the Laws of Rome, 
the Wife had her diſtinct Properties, as well 
as the Huſband. Bur that by the Laws of 
England ſhe is diveſted of all Property. 

I have been informed by Perſons of great 
Integrity, who have long reſided in Portugal 
and conſequently had Opportunities of know- 


* Ward's New Inſlitute, p. 54. 
ing 
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® ox 
ing the Cuſtoms of the Country, that a Wife 


in Portugal if ſhe brought never a Farthing, 
has Power to diſpoſe of half her Huſband 


Eſtate by Will; whereas a Woman by our 


Laws alienates all her own Property ſo en- 
tirely by Marriage, that if ſhe brought an 
hundred thouſand Pounds in Money, ſhe 
cannot bequeath one fingle Penny, even if 
ſhe left her own neareſt and deareſt Relat. 
ons ſtarving for Wanr. 

As there may be ſome Objections to theſe 
Repreſentations, I come now to conſider 
and anſwer the moſt material that I can at 
Preſent foreſee, 


Obj. I. As to Mrs. Lew:s's Caſe, there might 


reater Inconveniencies ariſe from the Va- 


lidity of ſuch Wills, than from their Non- 
Validity. Suppoſe Mrs. Lewis having no 
Child by her firſt Huſband, had bequeathed 
her Fortune to a Stranger, and afterwards 
by her ſecond Huſband had had Children, 
would it not have been hard to have had the 
Will ſtand againſt theſe Children? Howe- 
ver this is a Caſe that may not happen twice 
in an Age. 

My Deſign in theſe Repreſentations, 1s 
to ſhew the Scope and Tendency of the 


Engliſh Laws in Relation to Wives, and 
that they ſink us lower than Captivity * 
0 


C34. ] 


of which this Caſe is one notorious In- 


id's Wl ſtance. As for any Advantage which might 
our WM ariſe to Children, from the Invalidity of 
en. ſuch Wills, from ſome particular unforeſeen 
an WW Contingency; that by no Means deſtroys my 
ſhe Aſſertion. The Wir of Man cannot contrive 
nif Na Law of ſuch univerſal Influence, as to 
lati- ¶ reach every particular Cafe that may happen. 


If therefore we ſhould find ſome Exempt 
theſe Wl Caſe, in which ſome particular Woman 
fider MI might be favoured by thoſe very Laws which 
in a: Moppreſs Wives in General, it would only 

ſhew that Man, cannot controul Events, 

and that God can, and does, bring Good 
night {out of Evil. But after all, it cannot be 
e Va- Mvppos'd that Mrs. Lewis, or any Woman in 
Non- Aber Senſes, would ſuffer a Will to remain 
g no m Force to the Prejudice of her own Chil- 
athed Men; and that ſuch Wills ſhould remain 
wards Nuncancelled by Accident, or Forgetfulneſs, 
ildren, Ner the like, could never be foreſeen by the 
1ad the lakers of this Law; neither can it be us'd 
Jowe- an Argument for the Juſtification of it. 
\ tyvice Irhe Reaſon of this Law is eafily ſeen, the 
onſequences of it, as to particular Caſes 
re and muſt be unforeſeen, as well as the 


Ons, 1 

of the Number of Perſons who ſhould be declared 
s, and In a worſe Condition than that of Captivity 
y irſelf, Flt, by ir, 
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05%. II. By the Laws of England, a Wo- 
man who has been beat and abus'd by her 
Huſband, may ſwear the Peace againſt him, 
and if he can't find Security for his Beha- 
viour, ſend him to Jail. 

To which I anſwer, Firſt, that ſome- 
times this Relief cannot be had, the Hu. 
band having it in his Power to lock up his 
Wife, and fo prevent her Complaint, as in 
ſome Caſes already cited. 

\ Secondly, That the Conſequences of this 
Relief, (if it may be ſo called) bring great 
Hardſhips upon the Wife. 

I. As it expoſes her to the Reſentment 
of her Huſband at his Return Home, with- 
out abating his Power, which is ſo great, 
that he may revenge himſelf a thouſand 
Ways not cognizable by the Law. 

2. That if he is a Tradeſman, or a La- 
bourer, ſhe, and her Family depend upon 
him for Bread, and the Conſequence of his 
lying in Jail muſt be, that ſhe, and her 
Family muſt ſtarve. | 


Obi. III. The Wife may put her For Sa 
tune into Truſtees Hands before Marriage a rev 
and by that Means ſecure it for her ow which 
Uſe. | enate 


I acknowledge this to be available, if don 
wit 


Wo⸗ 
her 
him, 


cha- 


ome- 
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with the Conſent of her intended Huſband, 
otherwiſe the Court of Chancery will re- 


lieve him. Bur if we refle& how extreamly 


ignorant all young Women are as to points 
in Law, and how their Education and Way 
of Life, ſhuts them out from the Know- 
ledge of their true Intereſt in almoſt all things, 
we ſhall find that their Truſt and Confi- 
dence in the Man they love, and Inability 
to make uſe of the proper Means to guard a- 
gainſt his Falſchood, leave few in a Condi- 
tion to make uſe of that Precaution. And 
it is too notorioufly known, that it has ſel- 
dom been of Service to thoſe who have 


done it, the Huſband having fo entirely the 


Diſpoſal of the Wife's Perſon, that he eaſily 
finds Means to bend her to his Will, inſo- 
much that I have heard, that it is a frequent 
ſaying of one of our preſent eminent Judges, 
* that he had hardly known an Inſtance, 
* where the Wife had not been kiſſed or 
* kicked out of any ſuch previous Settle- 
ment. 5 

O4. IV. A Wife cannot be ſaid to be di- 
veſted of all Property, ſince ſhe does remain 
a reverſionary Property in her Jointure, 
which is out of the Husband's Power to ali- 


Nate, 


F To 


341 


To which I reply, that ſuppoſing ſhe 


does retain that reverſionary Property (which K 
conſidering the Authority of the Huſband in 
ſhe may not always be able to do) yet * 
Jointures are not ſufficient for all Occaſions, 5 

Few Wives who have Jointures, have * 
any other Proviſion, and all Wives who * 
have no other Proviſion, may be liable to Ti 
the Hardſhips which I ſhall exemplify in the the 
following Caſe. . ar 

A young Lady, well born, with five thou- * 
ſand Pounds to her Portion, married a Gen- Ss 


tleman poſſeſt of an hundred and ſeventy fron 
Pounds per Annum, which ſhe accepted of, con! 
| as a Jointure for her five thouſand Pounds, I 1, 
A As the Gentleman was one of the learned Wit 


* Profeſſions, he had beſides his real Eſtate, I the 
| 


ſome Places which brought him in a con- prov: 
ſiderable Revenue: Before this Marriage he ready 


7 was bound for his Father, for a large Sum As 
1 of Money, and was alſo in Debt himſelf, ¶ happ 
li both which he concealed from her, neither ¶ Joint 
4 did ſhe ever know it, till after his Death, Wrecon 


i which happened five Years after their Mar- ¶ to {ec 
. riage. In that Time ſhe had had four Chil- N vill { 
8 dren, and was breeding of the fifth when he 
4 died. Her Father-in-law died a Month be- 
L fore herHuſband, and ina ſhortTime after her 
4 Huſband's Death the old Gentleman's prin- 
5 cipal Creditor took out Letters of Admini- 
ki ſtration 


till th 
tis ve 
o bare 
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ſtration, by Virtue of which he ſeized her 
Huſband's perſonal Eſtate to anſwer the 
Money for which he was bound for his Fa- 
ther. But the perſonal Eſtate not amount- 
ing to that Money, the Adminiſtrator ſhew- 
ed no Mercy to the unhappy Wicow, but 
took even herWedding-Ring, from her Fing- 
er, and all moveables, except the Cloaths 
on her own, and her Childrens Backs at the 
Time of the Seizure. The Widow was 
then left with four Children, a naked Houſe, 
and an hundred and ſeventy Pounds per An- 
num Jointure. She became a Widow with- 
ina few Days after an half yearly Payment 
from the Tenant, who rented this Eſtate; 
conſequently ſhe could make no Demand 
upon him for near half a Year after, 
Wichin which Time, ſhe was to ſupport 
the Expences of her Lying-in as well as to 
provide for the four Children ſhe had al- 
ready. 

hs theſe, or the like Circumſtances may 
happen to any Woman who has only a 
Jointure to depend upon, I would therefore 
recommend it to the unmarried of my Sex, 
to ſecure by Article ſuch a Sum of Money as 
wil ſupport them during ſuch an Exigency, 
till their Jointures ſhall come in. I confeſs 
ts very rare that we ſee a Woman ſtript 
ſo bare, as this Lady, whoſe Caſe I laſt re- 
F 2 lated, 
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wich, which ſtill ſtrengthens my Aﬀertion 


that the Law in this Inſtance is hard, fince 
it ſhews it to be againſt the general Senſe 
and Humanity of Mankind to go to the Ex. 
tent of it. 


Obj. V. The Laws obliging Men to pay 
Far Wives Debts contracted before Marr. 


age is as hard upon them. 


I bel.eve not; Womens Debts being more 
eaſily known than Mens, they having many 
Ways of concealing and miſrepreſenting 
their Circumftances which Women have not. 

All Men in Trade have their Affairs ſo 
complicated, that it is an hard Matter ta 
find out what their Debts are. 

A Man may by the treacherous Kindneſs 
of a Friend be put in Poſſeſſion of a Fortune 
in Order to obtain a Woman with Money, 
and ſecretly contract to pay it all back again 
as ſoon as he is married. That is, as ſoon 


as he has got her Money, that "ng all which 


he conſidered. 

A Spend - thrift may buy a young Heiref 
of thoſe about her, and afterwards pay the 
purchaſe money out of her Eſtate. 


Obj. VI. Theſe are Tricks and Cheats, 
which the Law neither ordains, nor 1s an- 
(werable for. 
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acknowledge they are Tricks “ and 
heats, and no Part of the Law itſelf; yer 
hey are practicable in Conſequence of the 
aw, which gives the ſole Property of the 
ifes Fortune ro the Huſband, by which 
e is enabled to pay the Debts contracted to 
urchaſe her, out of her own Eſtate. "Tis 
we, a Woman may impoſe upon a Man, by 
ling him ſhe has a Fortune when ſhe has 
one, and (if the Man is weak enough) 
y Artifice ergage him to marry her upon 
hat Suppoſition. But ſhe can't borrow a 
um of Money, and at her Marriage put 


on, 
nce 
ne 


Ex» 


pay 
Art.- 


nore 
nany 
ning 


not. N 
8s {> er Hoſband in Poſſeſſion of it as her For- 
er ta Ne, and afterwards ſecretly repay it, out 


f his Subſtance without his Knowledge: 
Ind if the Huſband ſhould be called upon 
repay the Money, he would require to 
ow the Confideration upon which it was 
nt, by which Means it might appear that 
e Creditor had combined with his Wife 
impoſe upon him, and cheat him; and 
that Caſe the Law would relieve him. 

| ſhall produce an Inſtance of Fraud, b 
ay of Illuſtration. = 
A Farmer's Son courted a young Woman 
th whom he was extreamly in Love; 
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Does the Law make any Proviſion apainſt thefe Tricks 
Cheats? If it does not, is not the Law ſo far deſective? 
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38 
but as ſhe had no Fortune, the Father of 
young Man refuſed his Conſent to the My 


riage, unleſs ſome of her Friends would vin the 
her an hundred Pounds. The Lover mal e. 
this Report to an Aunt of the young MII d 
man's, with whom ſhe then lived. ene) 
Aunt gave her Niece an hundred Pound nd, 


geatec 
repa 


wed | 


but at the ſame time took a Bond of th 
Lover for ſo much Money lent to hin 
which he was to repay at the Time ſpec 
fied in the Bond. Upon this they wer 


married with the Father's Conſent, wid tl 


gave his Son a conſiderable Part of his Su im 
ſtance. Afterwards upon the Non- paymen atio! 
of this hundred Pounds, the Aunt appli e, i 
herſelf to her Council to know in what Ma Hoe! 
ner ſhe could proceed to recover the Mo” De 
ney. But ſhe was informed, that the Mot; 
ney was not to be recovered; it being e e 
Cheat upon the old Man, therefore none ſent t 
his Subſtance, which he had given his &Pete t 
in Conſideration of that hundred Pounf band 
- ſhould ſatisfy that Debt. As the you d fe 
Man would not voluntarily repay it, e. 
was adviſed to be contented with the Lo boſo 
of what ſhe could not recover. I don't pro d, wi 
duce this as an adjudged Caſe, for it nevef” luffe 
was tryed, the Aunt being informed b for th 
Men of great Reputation for their Abilitis SS 
XS | fro 
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the Law, that the Money was irrecove- 
ble. 


oney for which he had given his own 
nd, becauſe another Perſon would be 
cated by it, much leſs ſhall he be obliged 
repay that Money, which his Wife bor- 
wed before Marriage in Order to cheat 
As there are more Inſtances in which Men 
impoſe upon Women, in the Repre- 


= tation of their Circumſtances before Mar- 
. 1; Wee, than there are in which Women can 
it Ma poſe upon Men ; ſo Men can ſecretly pay 


ir Debts, after Marriage, which Women 
not; which muſt neceſſarily make them 
re cautious how they conceal or miſre- 
ſent their Circumſtances, ſince that muſt 
joſe them to the Reſentment of an injured 
band, who, as he has the Power of, 
uld ſeldom want the Inclination to Re- 
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young 

5 We. . 
* * hoſoever makes any Obſervations of this 
on'r pre d, will (I believe) find in Fact, that 


n ſuffer very little from being anſwera- 
med bl” their Wives Debts contracted before 
Abilicid"2ge, in Compariſon to what Women 

from their Fortunes being liable to 
their Huſbands Debts contracted before 


mage, | 
Obj. Vis 


it neve 


If the Huſband is not obliged to repay the 
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O5. VI. Amends is made for all di 
by Womens Exemption from Impriſg 
ment in Civil Cauſes, 

"Tis fit indeed they ſhould be exempt 
as having no Property, and conſequently 
Way of getting out again ; but this Exeny 
tion was never intended as a Favour to then 
however it may ſometimes accidentally hy 
come ſo. 

One Reaſon of ſuch Exemption I take 
be this, that a Woman's lying in Jail w 
pay no Man his Money, and ſo ſome pe 
ſons might chance to become Loſers by he 
'tis therefore Decreed, that her Huſba 
who poſſeſſes her Property, ſhall be anf 
rable for her Debts, 

The Civil Law aſſigns another Real 
for the Exemption of Wives from a Jail 
Civil Cauſes, namely, that there is too gre 
an Hazard of having their Chaſtity attem 
ed in ſuch Confinement. perty, 

I ſuppoſe our Ergh/b Huſbands are mat pro, 
tenacious of their Property in that Point tion. 
the Romans were, and would be more I ri 
eaſie at the Invaſion of it: Not that uit is n 
conſider the Woman in an higher Charaq To 
as a Chriſtian, and for her own fake, exemp 
keep her out of the Temptation, and Whis D 


ning againſt the Law of God; for if 


| gre: 
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ere any Part of their Conſideration, it is to 
e ſuppoſed, that they would be as tender 


all uc cheir own Souls; and to deter an Huſ- 
mptiſa nd from Unfaithfulneſs to his Wife, and 

Il others from joining in his Sin againſt 
xempteWcr, would empower her to expoſe him, 
vently n by fueing the Woman, and recovering Da- 
\ Excmyzges of her, for invading her Right, in 
to themhe ſame Manner as the Law empowers 
ally Me Huſband to recover Damages for the 

ke Offence. For the Tranſgreſſion againſt 
I rake Mod, is as great in the Huſhand, as in the 
Jail wiWWife, and equally damnable in both: Tho' 
ome PeMhere is one Circumſtance, which renders it 
rs by b greater Injury to the Man in his civil Ca- 
Huſbar dacity. 
be anſy 

O/ VII. Whether the Exemption of 

r Reawires from a Jail in Civil Cauſes, was ori- 
a Jail pinally deſigned as a Favour to them, is not 
too grethe Queſtion; if that Exemption is a Re- 
/ attemWeompence for diveſting them of all Pro- 

perty, the Law is juſtified, whatever Motive 
are mqt proceeded upon in decreeing ſuch Exemp- 
Point tion, 
more I reply then, full to the Queſtion, That 
that Mfit is not a Recompence. 
Chara To diveſt a Man of all Property, and then 
lake, exempt him from a Jail in Conſequence of 
and Ibis Debts, is juſt ſuch a Privilege in his 
Yr if G Civil 
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Pain. As ſuch Exemption from Pleaſur 
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Civil Capacity, as it would be in his Nam 


ral one, to diveſt him of all Pleaſure, an 
in Return to decree that he ſhould feel yg 


orlc 


and Pain would, in Effect, ſtrike him oy Ind 
nd 


of Being as a Man, ſo ſuch diveſting hin 
of all Property, with ſuch Exemption from 
Payment of Debts, is, in Effect, to cut hin 
off from being a Member of Civil Society, 
As a Man would chuſe to retain his Na. 
tural Pleaſures, and run the Hazard of Nu. 
tural Pains, ſo he would chuſe to retain hi 
Civil Rights, and run the Hazard of Cin 
Inconveniencies. 
Till it ſhall appear that theſe are nat 
parallel Caſes, I believe I may conclude; 
that Exemption from Debts is not a Re 
compence for diveſting of Property. 


le uſt 


heir | 
the | 
Tha 
je Fa 
ing 1 
O57. VIII. But ſtill the Diſtinction as tc 
the Roman Captives remains unanſwered 
namely, that Marriage is a voluntary Act 
and that Women are not forced into it. 
I ſuppoſe it cannot be ſaid, to be al wa 
voluntary, for in many Inſtances Womer 


r,a 


ment 
ying 
the 


Does this voluntary Act, tend to the Good of the Com them 


munity ? If it does, is not its being voluntary a Merit? ſhoul Lo 
it not therefore entitle us to Privilege and Favour. If ina pro 
luntary, and we ſuffer from itz to Pity and Relief, as far #1 * 

can be given? ary 


all 


[ 43 J 


re commanded and directed into it, by 
heir Parents and Guardians, and in ſome 
ther Circumſtances tis their only Way of 
dxancing themſelves, and ſettling in the 
orld. 

Indeed as to many Perſons, tis their own 
ee Choice, to whom Marriage with its 


el 10 
leaſure 
m out 


g him 


* omplicated Hazards, appears more eligible 
ciery n the ſolitary, unfriend'd, ridiculed Con- 
* Ne tion of a ſingle Life; and no wonder, fince 


of Na. 
tain hi 
of Ciy 


ie uſual Way of educating young Women 
ems as if it were calculated on Purpoſe to 
waken all the Aﬀections of the Heart, at 
e ſame Time that it deprives them of 
teir proper Counter-balance, the Strength 
the Head. | 

That which glitters in the Eye, ſtrikes 
te Fancy, and charms the Imagination, 
ing repreſented to them, as the moſt im- 
oving Objects for their Contemplation 
d Learning. The Attainment of a fine 
% a graceful Motion, an elegant Fancy in 
eſs, a Knowledge of the faſhionable Com- 
ments and Civilities, at receiving and 
ying Viſits, with more Accompliſhments 
the like Importance, are recommended 
them, as the ſureſt Means of obtaining 


are not 
"nclude 


4 Re 


A 


JN as t 
1{wered 
ry AGF 
IO . 

e alway! 


Wome! 


of the Com * 

erit? houſe Love and Admiration of the Men, 
ur. K procuring an advantagious Settlement 
f, as far #1 


Marriage, which is propoſed to them, 
G 2 


as 
all 
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as their higheſt Advancement, and Fn 
and Deſign of all their Attainments. 
Can any one ſuppoſe that a young Cre, 


ture thus diſciplined, ſhould ever take ¶ d 
into her Head, that her trueſt Happinek E 
as well as greateſt Honour, ſhould aig ! 
from the Service of God, and free Exe h 
on of her own Soul ? That ſhe ſhould EN la. 
deavour by all Means to attain a Fund off T. 
Reaſon, Learning, and Knowledge ufc} t 
ent to furniſh Entertainment for her wh fai 
Life ? | 
Thus having no Notion of true Wor - 

of ( 


in herſelf, ſhe is as little a Judge of it 
others, but reſigns herſelf to the Ignoui fin! 
the Vain, or the Vicious, as they come FF to! 


commended by Title, Equipage or F bur 


tune. cel\ 
I would not from hence be thought I Tr. 
infer, that none but fooliſh Women mar I 


or that Celibacy is preferable to Marta We 
with a Man of Worth. I would only of Vu 


ſome Check to that Triumph, and Self in 
miration which ſome Men are apt to « 
ceive, upon an Obſervation, that moſt Wl © 
men are willing to marry at ſome time land 
other; by ſhewing that they are diſquali bett. 
from the very beginning for the true! of tl 
joyment of their own Minds, and theref B. 
notwif} is al 
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notwithſtanding all Diſadvantages, - are wil- 
ling to admit of a foreign Aſſiſtance. 

Since their Choice is in a great Meaſure 
determined by their Education, and their 
Education is at the Diſcretion of the Men, 


nd End 
. 
ng Crea 


| take if 


appinel 

1 ary would uſe this as an Argument why they 
Eren ſhould find ſome Redreſs for their great Ca- 
ould E lamities, when they happen to meet with a 
Fund M Tyrant and Oppreſſor, where they hoped 
ze ſuffc ' have found an indulgent Friend, and 
er wha faithful Guardian. 


As Marriage is the very Baſis, Founda- 
> Won tion, and Cement of Society, an Inſtitution 
of ir MW of God, and productive of the greateſt Bleſ- 
Ignom ſings in human Life, tis highly reaſonable 
come to guard it with ſuch Laws, that thoſe who 
„or Fall turn it into a Plague and a Curſe, might re- 
ceive due Puniſhment for ſuch enormous 
zought Tranſgreſſions! 
en mat! If chere are any Laws which empower a 
Matra Woman to ruin or oppreſs her Huſband, 
only of you have the Power in your own Hands; 
d Self in God's Name let them be amended. 


pt to CC 
moſt 
ge time 


liſquali 


O%G IX. Notwithſtanding all this, Eng- 
land is the Paradiſe of Women, they are 
better treated here than in any other Part 
true k of the World. 
there} But it may be anſwered, that England 
notwi is alſo, the Paradiſe of Men, no Subjects 
enjoying 


A ooo... ac, 


1 
| v 
| 
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1 
enjoying ſuch invaluable Privileges as 
do here: And it would be thought a very 
unjuſt Reply from an arbitrary Prince in 
Defence of his tyrannical Proceedings, that 
he treated his Subjects better here, than 
the Grand Seignior treated his Slaves in 


yet 
Les 
(0 | 
acq 
and 


Turkey. B 
| may 

O5. X. All theſe are rare Caſes, and belie 
for the generality Wives have no Reaſon wich 
to complain. 8 ple. 
But no Thanks to the Laws of our Coun- Nef tb 
try for that Exemption; let every particular ND 
Woman who is well treated, thank God IIe 
and her Huſband for the Bleſſing. At the Ule c 
ſame Time, ſhe may reflect, that ſhe is in M*'< 
the Condition of a Slave, tho' ſhe is not ſhoul 
treated as ſuch, according to the Opinion N 
of a late eminent Member of the Houſe of If 
Commons, who declared in that honourable End e 
Aſſembly, that he thought © that Nation in N 
« a State of Slavery, where any Man had hey r 
« jt in his Power to make them ſo, tho tber; 
« perhaps the Rod might not always be W'% 
« held over their Backs.” vil 
Tho' I have taken the Liberty to ſpeak N ac 
my ſenſe of theſe Laws, and the Conſequen- I; a 
ces of them, which are the Cauſes of our N exp 
Complaint; and alſo to anſwer ſome Ob- Noblich 
jections, which I ſuppos'd might be made, E Ec 
cot 


yet 


WA 


yet I don't preſume to addreſs my ſelf to the 

Legiſlature to argue, but to refer it to them 

to decide, and ſhall humbly and readily 

than MY cquieſce in their Determinations, upon this 
and all other Occaſions. 


s in But till I am better informed, I hope I 


may be pardoned, if I confeſs that I hardly 


believe it poſſible to reconcile theſe Laws, 


2 with the Rights and Privileges of a free Peo- 
ple. That there ſhould be ſo great a Part 
un. Jof the Community, who have never been 
cular Notorious Offenders againſt it, entirely de- 


God Mprived of their Liberty, or even of making 
Uſe of their Ingenuity and Induſtry to pro- 


1 cure them a Subſiſtance, when thoſe who 
s not chould provide it for them, refuſe it, or are 
inion ncapable of it. 


[ ſuppoſe the prime Deſign, and ultimate 
End of all equitable Governments, is fo to 
proportion Authority and Subjection, that 


aſe of 
urable 


tion in . ö 
n had Ney may in ſome ſort Counter- poiſe each 
cho cher; by inveſting the Governing with fuch 
ys be Nrerggatives, and allowing the Governed ſuch 


Privileges, that each Part may be provided 
or, according to their ſeveral juſt Pretenſi- 
ns; and that no one Set of People might 
: expoſed to Oppreſſion, either from their 
e Ob- Wublick or private Governors; that Order 
nd Equity may run through all Ranks, 


yet d compoſe one uniform collective Body. 
Tis 
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'Tis from theſe Conſiderations (I appre. 
hend) that our Laws forbid the buying and 
ſelling Men, there being ſuch an abſolute 
Inconfiſtency in the Conditions of a Free- Wh. 
born Engliſh Man and a Slave, that they De 
will by no Means. comport in the ſame Com- alle 
munity. TY 

From hence alſo, one Part of domeſtick WM 
Authority is relaxed from what it was a- r d 
mongſt the Romans. With them a Son was 
eſteemed ſo much at the Father's Diſpoſiti. 
on, that by an obſolete Law, the Father O. 
was inveſted with the Power of Life and Werer 
Death; but afterwards with that of mode-F 
rate Correction only; yet the Son was ſtill 
his Father's Property, and could be freed 
from his Juriſdiction only by being advanc 
ed to ſome dignified Office in the State, o 


by Emancipation. and 

The Father's Power over the Son's Proules « 
perty alſo was very correſpondent to thalfign ! 
over his Perſon: But this domeſtick AuthoWonoy 
rity, being thought inconſiſtent with te Pec 
Nature of our free Conſtitution, which adFall I b 
mits not of arbitrary Proceedings, at the An, f 


that a Child is ſuppoſed to be able to judygWeltick 
for himſelf, he is at his own Diſpoſal, as I Obli 
alſo his Property. EN hich a 
What I would obſerve from herice is, H his m 
tho' domeſtick Authority — 5 I hop 
2 DC 
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pre- children, that it is augmented as to Wives, 
and Ws have ſhewn in the foregoing Inſtances, 
olute and that Wives have not a Degree of Li- 
Free- berty and Property, correſpondent to that 
they Degree of Liberty and Property, which is 
Com- allowed all other ſubordinate Perſons in the 

whole Community. 
xeſtick Omnipotence itſelf diſclaims the Power 


Nas ar 


on was Will of the Almighty is an everlaſting Re- 
ſpoſiti- friction. 

Father Our King, his happieſt and greateſt Vice- 
ife and erent upon Earth, lays no Claim to the 


| mode» 
vas (till 
ze freed 
advanc- 
tate, 0 


ower of Oppreſſion: and it is no more to 
he Diminution of his Honour, than it is to 
e Reſtraint of his Actions, that our Laws 
ard us from ſuffering by his Authority. 
Since then, the God of Heaven and Earth, 
and from himſelf, acts always by the 
ules of Juſtice and Mercy; and our Sove- 
ign knows it to be his moſt diſtinguiſhing 
[onour to be under Obligations to govern 
b People, by the ſame unerring Rules; 
all I be accuſed of Confidence or Preſump- 
on, for humbly beſeeching that our do- 
eſtick Lords, may be under the ſame hap- 
Obligations in their private Capacities, 
hich are ſo true an Honour to our King, 
his moſt illuſtrious Station? 
| hope the Juſtice and Integrity of my own 
| H Heart 


»n's Pro 
to tha 
- Autho 
with th 
vhich ac 
t the Af 
e to judy 
oſal, 3s 


ice 18, th 
ned as 


Childre 


doing Evil, the exact Rectitude of the 


& oO 

Heart which acquits me before God, will alſo 

lead myExcuſe before Men, for making theſe 
ens eſpecially ſince I appre- 
hend, that I am juſtified by the Laws of 
the Land, which allow every Engliſh Sub- 
ject, the Privilege to ſpeak his own Grie- 
Vances. 

It is reported of a magical Ring of Gygess, 
that it had an extraordinary Power of mak- 
ing the Wearer of it inviſible. A Perſon 
being aſked, what a Man of Honour would 
do had he ſuch a Ring? He was anſwered, 
juſt the ſame as he would without it. All 
Men who have the leaſt Notion of Honour, 
would readily acquieſce in the Juſtneſs of 
this Reply: But I believe few who know 
the preſent Diſpoſition of the World, would 
think it very politick to preſent every Man 
in his Majeſty's Dominions with ſuch aRing; 
leſt the Power of doing Miſchief, might 
create, as well as afliſt an Inclination to it. 

A Man of Honour would not defire ſuch 
a Ring; a Man without Honour ſhould not 
be truſted with it. 

A good Huſband would not defire the 
Power of Horſe-whipping, confining, Halt 
ſtarving his Wife, or ſquandering her Eſtate; 
a bad Huſband ſhould not be allowed it. 

A good Huſband would never feel the Re- 
ſtraint; a bad one, would ultimately _ the 

Advan- 


Io 


ele 
re- 

of 
ab- 


rie- 


e's, 
lak- 
r{on 
duld 
red, 
All 
our, 
ſs of 
now 
ould 
Man 
Ning; 
night 
0 it. 
| ſuch 
d not 


e the 
Half- 
state; 
d it. 
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Adyantage of it; inaſmuch as he has a Ma- 
ſter to whom he muſt render an Account 
of the Uſe of his delegated Authority. 

Bur if after all, theſe Repreſentations 
ſhould not be thought worthy the Conſide- 
ration of the Legiſlature, or if they ſhould 
be conſidered, and we ſhould yet fail of ob- 
raining any Relief; either becauſe the Le- 


giſlature cannot find proper Means, or wants 


the Inclination to give it; there is {till one 
Part of my Sex, who may receive ſome Ad- 
vantage from them; namely, the Unmarried, 
to whom I now Addreſs myſelf, entreating 
them to conſider the Hazards they run, when 
they venture an Alliance with the other Sex, 
who were deſigned by Nature for their 
Counter-parts, but who have taken upon 
themſelves to be the whole, infomuch that 
they have voted us Dead in Law, except 
in criminal Cauſes. They do us indeed the Fa- 
your to con ſider us as real Perſons, when they 

think fit to burn or hang us: This is incor po- 

rating with a Vengeance! They ſwallowed us 

up quick, when they were ſo wrathfully diſ- 

pleaſed at us! 

But God be thanked, I have an Huſband 
who lets me be alive, and gives me leave 
to be ſome Body, and to tell other People 
what I think they are. | 


H 2 I am 


| 


.. ˙ as EBERT” > 
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I am perſuaded there are many Wig 
in England, who by the Favour of their 
Huſbands, are ſtill in a State of Exiſtence; 
And am alſo ſenſible, that ſome Wives haye 
ſo little Apprehenſion of this Law of Anni. 
hilation, that they are in Fact the freer 
Agents of the two. But at Preſent I am not 
enquiring into Facts, I am reporting what 
I take to be Law, in Order to have the Hard- 


ſhips of it known at leaſt, that if they can't I 

be amended, they may be avoided, by mak. hic. 

ing Women more cautious, how they deli. ¶ and v 

ver themſelves into the Hands of a Man, my 
an 


left he bring them to nothing. 
At the fame Time that I warn my own Trifle 
Sex, I muſt do Juſtice to the other; and 2. may 
knowledge, that I believe there are very ma. ¶ oe © 
ny of them, to whom human Laws, as u cauſe, 
their domeſtick Behaviour, are entirely ſuper-W 2? the 
fluous: | Not 
Who bear their Faculty fo meek, have ben don, 
So clear in their great of thattheir Virtu Fir 
Will plead like Angels. Macbeth pecul. 
There is no Character in private Life, { humar 


venerable and amiable, as that of a god nal La 
Huſband. The accumulated Praiſes which. 


are due, to the tender affectionate Lover Seco 
the endearing generous Friend, the diſcreſ ment © 
Guide, and faithful Guardian, are his, | =. 

the w 


£3 
the moſt eminent Degree; with this pecu- 
liar Addition, that the Impunity with which 


he might Sin againſt his Wife, is with him 


— the ſtrongeſt Reaſon why he never will 
Anni. do it. 

* 7 ho' there are Good Huſbands yet have a 
1 not Care of Bad: With this laſt piece of Ad- 
what vice I ſhall leave the unmarried Women. 
Jard- 

hank I come now to conſider one Objection, 
mak. MW which ftill remains againſt all I can ſay, 


and which I am ſenſible no Art or Eloquence, 
Man. can ever obviate, namely, my Sex. Cuſtom 
and Education has dwindled us into very 
„ own Trifles! ſuch meer Inſignificants! that it 
nd a may be thought Preſumption and Folly in 
y m. one of us, to preſume to plead our own 
as ul Cauſe, even tho it ſhould appear to be up- 
| on the moſt juſtifiable Pretenſions. 
Notwithſtanding this diſcouraging Reflec- 
tion, I ſhall 
Firſt, Proceed to the Sentiments of two 
ſpeculative Authors, who have conſidered 
human Nature abſtracted from all exter- 
nal Laws, and fee in what Light they place 
Us 


ve beet 
Virtus 
acbeth, 
Life, { 
2 90 qi 
; Whic 


Secondly, I ſhall refer my ſelf to the Judg- 


Lover all re 
diſcreeM{ment of a moſt judicious Reaſoner upon Re- 
his, MA velation. 


Thirdly, J ſhall make ſome Obſervations 
upon 


the 


| 
: 


1541 
upon the Quotations from theſe Author, 


and draw ſome Concluſions which I think g , 
follow from' their Principles. ET 
Fourthly, I ſhall explain the original Curk . 1 
of Subjection paſſed upon the Woman, and . ,, 
ſhew that the Laws of England go far be... R. 
yond it. « of 
Firſt, Mr. Wollaſton in his Religion of. — 
Nature repreſents the two Sexes, as exad H c.. 
Counter Parts to each other, he ſpeaks i. hir 
of the Interchange of Affections, and: I 
« Conſpiration of all their Counſels and 
« Meaſures, the Qualities and Abilities of ie... 
the one Sex being fitted, and as it were, ch 
« tallying to the Wants of the other. Mam Wy. fa 


« things there are which may be uſeful, per. 
c haps neceſſary to the Man, and yet requim 
"« the delicater Hand and nicer Manage- 
« ment and Genius of the Woman: And 6M. 
« the Woman, cannot but want many things 
« which require the more robuft and ac- 
« tive Powers, or greater Capacity of the 
> have deſignedly forbo 
Again, + I have deſignedly forborn un;<ce, 
1 — that Authority of an Huſband "gas 
„cover his Wife, which is uſually given 


* Religion of Nature, c. p. 155. 
+ Religion of Nature, p. 159. 


« t 


I 


« to him, not only by Ar Writers, but 
« even by Laws, becauſe 

« carried much 700 high. I would have them 
Curl . live ſo far upon the Level, as (according to 
1, and i my conſtant Leſſon) to be governed both by 


ar be- . Reaſon, If the Man's Reaſon be ſtronger, 


« or his Knowledge and Experience greater 
| « (as 'tis commonly ſuppoſed to be) the 
on of Woman will be obliged upon that 
exad N. Score to pay a Deference and /ubmit to 
peaks, H, him.” 
and: It ſeems to me from hence, that Mr. 
s al 77/a/tor, founds all Authority in the wedded 
cies state upon a Superiority of Reaſon ; therefore 


t Were et that Superiority happen on either Side, 
Many Wthe ſame Conſequence muſt follow from it, 
l, per. and no Doubt, as the World now is, it would 
requueggenerally fall to the Men; they having the 
anage· Mdvantages of Univerſities, publick Negoti- 
And lotions, and a free unconſtrained Converſe 
12 ith Mankind, in Purſuance of their ſeveral 
nd ac 


"MWrofeffions, Arts, and Occupations. 

But if we argue from a State of Nature, 
re muſt conſider the Abilities of each Sex, 
ntecedently to theſe accidental Advantages; 
and we do not ſee in Fact, that, amongſt 
he vulgar unlearned People, Men are 
o much wiſer than Women, as to induce 
sto ſuppoſe that their natural Endowments 
ire much greater, 

« to | Yet 


I think it has been 


| 
| 
| 


; 
; 


| 
| 
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Vet as we never were, or can be in a Stat 


0 
of Nature, I don't preſume to contend for. 
an Equality, but acknowledge that God has ch 


for very wiſe Reaſons inveſted Man with 
the Superiority; but without Recourſe to Re. N u the 
velation, I believe it would be a hard Tak W. the 
to juſtify the carrying the Authority of the N. u 
Huſband, higher than Mr. Wollaſton has 
done. « La. 

But I will for once, even with Mr. Hobbs, 


ſuppoſe we were in a State of Nature, and I. but 
ſee what he ſays would be the Conſequence WW. the 
of it. « Mo! 

« And thus in a State of Nature, every he 
* Woman that bears Children becomes at. drer 
* once both a Mother and a Lord. But wha WW And 
« ſome ſay that in this Caſe, the Father al E 
* Reaſon of the Pre- eminence of Sex, and I ha 
* not the Mother, becomes Lord, ſignifies. pe a 
« nothing. For both Reaſon ſhews the ings; 
« contrary, becauſe the Inequality of their 2 
natural Forces is not ſo great, as that theben v 
Man could get the Dominion without; tha: 
« War; and Cuſtom alſo contradicts noi Nati 
« for Women, namely Amazons, have in Poſſib 
« former Times waged War with their Ad- ppoſin 
« verſaries, and diſpoſed of their Children _ 

* Philoſ.phical Rudiments concerning Government ard 0 As 5 
ciety, Chap. ix. p. 136. * Fs 


ce according 
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« according to their Wills: And at this Day 
« jn divers Places Women are veſted with 
the principal Authority, neither do their 
« Hallo: diſpoſe of their Children but 
« themſelves; which in Truth they do by 
« the Right of Nature, foraſmuch as they 
« who have the ſupreme Power are not tied 
dat all (as has been ſhewed) to the Civil 
« Law. Add allo, that in a State of Nature 
« jt cannot be known who is the Father, 
but by the Teſtimony of the Mother 
« the Child therefore is his, whoſe the 
« Mother will have it, and therefore hers; 
« wherefore, original Dominion over Chil» 


. * 


dren belongs to the Mother. 3 8 
And this. Author allows of no other ofi? 
anal Dominion. f . JP No 161 hw 
I have. a great Abhorrence of the whele 
cope and Deſign of this Author in his Wri- 
ings; and think it not only wicked but ab- 
fd to write to us as in a State of Nature; 
hen we can ꝓroye from better Authori- 
cs than his, that we never were in a State 
Nature, or can be ſo, ſo long as we have 
Poſſibility of conſulting the Bible. Vet 
poſing we were in a State of Nature, 
is, and many other things which he ſays, 
e (I believe) inconteſtably true. 
Szcondly, There is a very learned and inge- 
dus Author, with whom I am ſo happy 
I as 


ichout 
is not; 
ave in 


eir Ad- 
hildren 
nt * <0- 


cording 


j 
, 
4 
« 
[ 
, 


| 
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| « Ge 
as to correſpond in my Opinion concerning WM « wi 
the Equality of the Sexes at their firſt Crea. . g 
tion, and alſo their Inequality upon the . Tr 
Tranſgreſſion. I muſt therefore take the 10 
Liberty to quote his Sentiments, tho' I hear. W* che 


tily beg his Pardon for introducing him in pa 


ſuch Company as Mr. Hobbs, and acknow-W*« tio! 
ledge that I think neither he, nor even the leat 
celebrated Mr. Wollaſton, worthy to be nam-M* ſhe 
ed with him, much leſs in Contradictia We 
to him. Divin 
« And that this Subjection in the Wo- Fall: 
4 man is the Effect of a Curſe, conſequem V 
« to that Offence which wrought our Fall, Natur 
e is evident, becauſe on Suppoſition tha Natur 
“ human Nature were in a State of Perfec-ſis aſcri 
“ tion, where Reaſon ruled and Perverſe Hoi 
* neſs had no Place, there ſeems to be ions 2 
« 1maginable Reaſon why one Sex ſhouldim t! 
ebe in Subjection to the other: And acFpoled 
© cordingly we find, that the Woman waf the 
ec ou at firſt under no other Charade oma 
but that of a Companion, becauſe it waieing t 
% not good for Man to be alone; nor did Adaſtnougł 
* conſider her under any other Character, fogW"at th 
“ when he excuſes his Offence to almightyWure. 


b ; ; * Gn. 
Revelation examined, Sc. Vol. I. p. 110. 


[ 59 ] | 


God, by charging it upon his Compliance 


rning WW with Eve, he ſays, the Woman whom thou 
Cre» W« gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave me of the 
n the Tree, and I did eat. The Woman whom 
e the thou gaveſt to be with me, i. e. whom 


hear thou gaveſt to be my Aſſociate and Com- 
im in panion, without the leaſt hint of Subjec- 
know-M* tion, and Dependency. Nor was there the 
n the leaſt Reaſon for any in that State, as I 
 nam-M* ſhewed before. 
lictioa We ſee it is the Opinion of this Orthodox 
Divine, that the Sexes were equal before the 
e Wo-MFall: And chat after the niceſt Search Mr. 
equent]Wollafton and Mr. Hobbs could make into 
Ir Fall Nature, they could find no Foundation in 
n the Nature for that very great Superiority which 
Perfec· Iis aſcribed to the Man. 
rverſe How comes it to paſs then, that the Opi- 
be noEnions and Cuſtoms of. all Nations ſhould give 
ſhoulhim that Superiority, even where tis ſup- 
nd ac hoſed they could have had no Information 
an wafhof the Curſe of Subjection paſſed upon the 


daradeſ Woman? I ſay all Nations, the Exceptions 
it waffeing too few to deſtroy a general Rule, tho' 
1 Adannough to eſtabliſh Mr. Hobbs's Aſſertion, 


Rer, ſo 


at the Superiority is not founded in Na- 
might | 


ure, 


x Gen. 111. 12. 


e 
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Ia unſtver to the foregoing Queſtion, I 
reply that all Nations are the Progeny cf 
Adam and Eve, and that for fome Age 
after their Children branched out into f. 
milies, they muſt have had a Tradition of 
the Curſe of Subjection paſſed upon the Wo- 
man, and formed the Government of their 
Families accordingly : When Men became 
more numerous upon the Earth, and united 
themſelves into greater Communities, chat 
Authority was kept up, even where tis pol- 
ſible the Tradition might be loſt upon which 
it was firſt founded. And when Men had 
the Authority, tho' they might not all know 
that it was by divine Appointment, it is not 
to be imagined that they would voluntarily 
give it up, but would rather tranſmit it 
from Generation to Generation. And chus 
it muſt be from the very Words of the Cutſe; 
which not only implied a Command to the 
Wife to obey her Huſband, but contained 
alſo 4 poſitive Declaration that ſhe ſhobld 
be in that Subjection, to which God then 
commanded her AcquieſcenſdeQ. 


It is ſomewhat beſide my preſent Purpoſe, 
yet I would obſerve: here, that as this uni. 
verſal Subjection of the Sex muſt ariſe from 
this Origin, it is one good Evidence of the 
Truth of Revelation, for ſince it is nota 


Law of Nature, how'ſhould ſuch a Cuſtom 
ſpread 


„ 


0 5 5 5 
I 6 


u, Lead irſelf chrough all Nations in all Ages, 
ny of it did not take its Rife from Revelation 
Aves! « firſt. | 3 Wa. | ; 
0 Fa- If this is not allowed to be an Argument 
on of br the Truth of Revelation, let any Man 


Wo- fien ſome other Cauſe for this univerfal 
their Npubſection of the Sex; and if it appears to 
e a true one, I ſhall readily acquieſce in it; 
ind the rather, becauſe I can bring no 


luthority for thus applying this Argu- 


Inited 


that 


J pol- nent. 

which W Thirdly, I come now to explain and ac- 
n had N vunt for the Curſe of Subjection paſſed up- 
know In the Woman, and to ſhew that the Laws 


is not 
atanily 
nit it 


| thus 


f England go far beyond it. 

[ =_ for no female Uſurpation, nor am 
or diſannulling the Laws of the Almighty, 
hich are founded upon eternal Juſtice, 
ercy and Wifdom. 1 willingly and hum- 
che y acquieſce to the Sentence of the Jud 
tained fall the Earth, Since thou haſt done this, 
thy Defire ſhall be unto thy Huſband, he 
all rule over thee, Vet tho' I ſubmit to 
e Executors of divine Vengeance, I would 
ot. be ruled by a Rod o Tron, nor corrected 
Scorpions. 
from berewitbal a Man fins, therewith 
of the [ball he be puniſhed”; Where withal Go” 
not iluniſhes,, thetewith doth he fave. His 
-uſtoml , . Mercy 


GE at. RS 
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Mercy is as conſpicuous as his Juſtice, ang 
engages our Love and Praiſe to the prac. 
cus Father, and our Adoration and Reye. 
rence to the awful Judge! 
Behold this Curſe in its true Light, and 


T 
and 


now 


M 


it will appear in its End and Deſign to haye the 
been a Bleſſing. are f 
The very Eſſence of Sin is Diſobedience, ” P 
cellen 


and the firſt Perſon who diſobeyed God up- 
on Earth, was the Woman: Since therefore 
ſhe would not ſubmir to the Law of her 
Creator, ſhe was put in Subjection to het 
Equal. 

The Chriſtian Religion as a Conſequence 
of Chriſt's Coming, was foretold at the 
Time of the Curſe : Which as it is a elf. 
denying Scheme, ſo that Condition which 
has the moſt frequent Opportunities of prac 
riſing Self-denial in its ordinary Occurren 
ces, will be ultimately the moſt advanta 
gious. The moſt indifferent Action whic 
a Woman does at the Command of her Hu 
band, from a Senſe that God has command 
ed "wh ro obey him, becomes an Act 0 
Religion, and as ſuch, is rewardable to al 
Eternity. Tis frequently a complicated Ac 
of Virtue; tis always Obedience, which in 
cludes Humility; and 'tis many Times {el 
denial, and a Conqueſt over her own Pat 
ſions, 

Thu 
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Thus far I have ſpoken of the Juſtice 


Reve. and Mercy of God's Sentence, give me Leave 
now to conſider the Wiſdom of it. 

„ and Moral Virtues are in their very Nature 

b have the Objects of our Underſtandings; they 


ue ſo many divine Truths, which whoe- 
yer perceives cannot but perceive their Ex- 
od up- cellence; but yet this Perception of Truth 

r the bare Knowledge of our Duty is not 
of ber affcient to make us act agreeable to it: 
he Will whoſe Province it is to obey and 
xecute the Dictates of Regſon, is continu- 
ly rebelling againſt and uſurping Autho- 
ty over It; it not only ſtops us in the Pur- 
wit of Truth, makes us wink hard and 


quence 
at the 


a felt- 

which ut our Eyes againſt the Light, but even 
f prac there it cannot thus hoodwink our Under- 
currenMWianding, it frequently exerts its Tyranny 


he more, and makes us act in Contradic- 
lon to it. It is this Malignity in the Will 
Man that occaſions all the Evils and Diſ- 
ders of the moral World; ſomewhat there- 
ore beſides the bare Excellence of Virtue 
as greatly. wanting to correct and abate its 


dvanta 
| whic 
zer Hul 
mmand 

Act 0 


Ee t0 al 
ated Af Irulence ; : and to this End are directed 
hich in Pods Pofitrve Commands. The Beauty and 


xcellence of Virtue influenced even our 
it Parents no longer than while they ob- 
yed God's pofitive Command, and had no 
regular Paſſions, Prejudices, or evil Ha- 
bits, 


mes {el 
wn Pal 


Thu 


ſervances, many of which there appears nd 
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bits, to hinder their Perception of, and co 
pliance with Truth. And to us, wholig 
under the unhappy Byaſs of a Nature « 


praved by original Sin, and the Dominic 

of ſo many vagrant Affections, which con. 
tinually cloud the Underſtanding and ſtir u 7! 
the Will to rebel, poſitive Commands wende, © 
abſolutely neceſſary, even to put us in a C Uf 


dition of perceiving and practiſing moni 
Virtues, by bending and ſubduing the Will 
rectifying and weakening the Affection 
and Appetites, that they might be. leſs able 
to pervert, and impoſe upon the Underſtand 
ing. e $020 EE] 

f believe it would be eaſie to ſhew, tha 
this has always been God's Method of Pre 
ceeding, by applying to the Will according 
as he faw Occaſion. The Jews being 
Stiff-necked, perverſe People, and almoſt a 
Mill, had their religious Worſhip encom 
paſſed, and fenced round with outward Ob 


whic! 
Will, 
upon 
for th 
tend v 
od. 

It i 
Viſde 
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ven | 
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Reaſon to have kept, but as they were the nque 


direct Command of their divine Legiſſato te! 
As Chriff's Coming was foretold at the Time onſeq 
of the Curſe, and he being deſigned to root E. 
out, and deſtroy the whole Body: of Sin ubmit 
and the Seat of Sin being in the Will, Molt! 
was neceſſary under his Diſpenſation alſc It t 
that there ſhould be Laws which bore pu nd M 
E ticull 


1 
4 
; 
ö 


ſhall be exalted! 
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Foundations that it is our true Intereſt tha /r 
our Obligations to obey our Huſbands ſhouldM* 6 
remain, fill the Faſhion of this World paſal As 
away; then will be accompliſhed our moſt{WOrati 
blooming Hopes and animating Expectat. Iſbe b 
ons, the Laws of Equality will then for eveeWHuſb; 
be ſet Right, and, ſhe that humbleth herſelfion, 
circur 
evere 
ty: 
nand 
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But tho' God thus puniſhes his Servant 
in Mercy, yet he never condemned them u 
be put under Axes, and Harrows of Tron, w 
to paſs through the Brick-kiln! Theſe wer 
Puniſhments for the Heathen, which calle 
not upon his Name. Tis therefore no Ex 
cuſe for us, that the Women in Turk: 
are uſed worſe than we are. We abhor 
Compariſon with them, as much as t 
Men would here, a Compariſon of the 
Condition with that of their Sex in Turkey 

When the Men refuſe to bear their P. 
of the Curſe, with what Equity can the 
require us, to bear ours? In the ſweat of t 
Brows ſhalt thou eat Bread. But when thi 
refuſe to ſtir a Finger for their Support, 
it equitable that they ſhould tye their Wi 
Hands behind them, and make their hel 


leſs Offspring Fatherleſs and Motherleſs aliqÞJm to 

« My Ways are equal, O] Houſe of lira to p 
« your Ways are unequal. What have I ber L 
e gured of thee, O Man! but to do Fuſtice, | and 


« |; 


{6 ] 
0 bo * and to walk humbly with thy 
« (30 

As the Woman's Sin was in the _- 
Gratification of her Vill, in her Vill ſhall 
ſhe be puniſhed: She ſhall depend upon her 
Huſband in all Matters of Pleaſure, Diver- 
fon, and Delight: Her Deſires ſhould be 
circumſcribed by his, whom ſhe ſhould 
rvantpeverence in Acquieſcence to divine Autho- 
hem tity: He ſhould have the ſupreme Com- 
on, nWand in his Family, and ſhe ſhould act in 
dubordination to him. 


t that 
hould 
pſt 
Molt 
ectati 
or eve 


ber ſel 


e wer 

h calle This I humbly apprehend to be the 
no Excripture Extent and Meaning of the Curſe. 
TurkWnd not that God precluded himſelf from 


y farther Authority over the Woman; 
delivering her ſo far into the Power of 
r Huſband, as that ſhe might rob and 
wrder at his Command. 

Neither did he preclude the Woman from 
ing any Good, except ſhe had her Huſ- 


ind's Commend or Permiſhon. 


abhor 
as t 
of the 
Turkey 
eir P. 
an thi 
at of t 


nen the] He orders all Parents to provide for thei 
port, fildren according to their Abilities. 
ir Wiv But our Laws give an Huſband the Pow- 


eir heli to ſuperſede that Command, by allowing 
eſs alſqqm to take all things from his Wife, and 
of Iſtaſſen to prevent her obtaining any thing more, 
ave 1 her Labour or Ingenuity. Her intellec- 
fuſtice, N and perſonal Abilities ſeem to be her 

« | K 2 own, 


— — N — 2 


— 


68 


own, fince no Pacts can transfer them to a. 
nother, yet her Huſband can prevent her 


Exertion of them, either for herſelf or 
Children, even when he won't do any thing fp”? 
for them himſelf. | ban 
Again, God commands all Parents cen 
breed up their Children in the Nurture ani L 
int 


Admonition of the Lord. 

But an Huſband may prevent his Wife! elf 
doing that Duty, even after his Death Ih. 
when they have no Parent but a Mother, bj Inju 
ordering the Children into other Hands, tho 
no other can be ſo nearly concern'd for the ſtro 

T beg to know whether we have not : her; 
Right by Nature, to be permitted to dt 
all that Good, which God has given us At 
bilities to do? | Car 

And whether it can be ſuppoſed that Gog V4 
gave Man an Authority in Oppoſition « | 
his own ? 

And whether by the Nature of Societic Whc 
and eſtabliſhed Rules of Government, a whe 
Parts of a Community have nor a Right Life 
a Degree of Liberty and Property corre whi 
pondent to the Conſtitution under whic His 
they live? calic 

'Tis nothing to the Purpoſe to fay, v 
ſhould make an ill Ute of this Liberty, f 
if the Law of God, and the Rules of Equi 


allow it us, we have a Right to it, my 
anſw 
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em to . Haſwer for the Miſapplication of our Li- 
vent herMiberty (as Huſbands do for theirs) to God alone. 
erſelf q In the New Teſtament the Wife is com- 
ny thing manded to obey her Huſband * ; and the Huſ- 
band to Jove his Wife: And the latter is re- 
commended by a divine Allegory, even the 
Love of Chri/t to his Church: And enforced 
inthe ſtrongeſt Terms, thoſe of giving him- 


rents to 
Fure and 


is Wife elf for her; but equally left to their Wills, 

Death Mwberher they would walk according to theſe 
other, b unctions or not. From whence I infer, 
nds, tha hat by our Laws he ſhould be under as 
for them ſtrong Obligations to do his Duty, as ſhe 


hers: And if there had been any Retroſpect 
to the Commands of God, that they ſhould 
not be broken, tis to be ſuppoſed, the ſame 
Care had been taken as to him, as there 
was as to her. 

Iſhall conclude all with the Words of an 
Author, + once before quoted, to whom the 
whole chriſtian World is indebted, and for 
whoſe Sake I heartily pray God to give him 
Life and Health, to finiſh that great Work, 
which he has fo excellently well begun. 
His Words tho' wrote upon a different Oc- 
caſion, may yet be applicable here. 
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ſay, Alas, the Severity of the Chaſtiſement 
berty, * Eph. v. 24. | 

of Equi + Preface to the ſecond Volume of Revelation examined, 
and mul C, p 47. 


* no 


3 


anſw 


f 3 2 

| tT- 2k 3 
no Way infers the;Dighity of the Su 
tho they have ſaid with the proud Boaſterly 
" ſſaiah c. x. 13. By the Strength of my 
% Hand I have done it, and by my Wiſy 
% for I am prudent> I have removed th 
© Bounds of the People, and have robbed their 
*© Treaſures, and as one gathereth Eggs tha 
te are left, have 1 gathered all the Earth 
« and there was none that moved the Wing 
« or opened the Mouth, or peeped:- ; Yet muy 
« we reply upon them with the Prop 
« ſhall the Ax boaſt itſelf againſt- him tha 
« beweth therewith? As if _ Rod Jhoulf 
* ſhake itſelf againſt. them that liſt it up; 
2 2 if — —— — hft up. weir, 


« if it were no M 
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